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Dear XPE EathBr?e,

,. AE Johrnyrs platoot! Co.arud.or, I f,ou1d 1lLe

to trt,tc and rsnd. you ny boartfelt syqp&ihy. 1D bLs deatb.

li? vaB such A rlee clllp, likeat by all qf, u!

f,or hla cheeFfirl, open .!',t Gtralghi natur:e, aDd thst he EhouLd.

allG ,o aooo snd ao youlg raa velly sa.t lndsad, &nd caat a gloo&

ovcr tha {hol,e Dlatoon, cnd over the d1ole co6pany, I had. takeD

an eapccLal lLklnf: to hle, he alryays had a r€ady sinl1c ana a

tllllng, lntell1gent a!d. hclpf,ul narner.

) Yoa a'ay have heard ths d€talla of hla abatb

lnd thrt t?6 ottrc?: dlrd rlnh bt!, nr th. ssur.rc of dni,v. hla'

aectton had to go forf,ard, of the erest of a h1l"l ve had ocoupled

thc nlght b€fore @d takg up q' ne\r posltlolr. 'Ihe seqtlon leader

aral h18 recqld 1D coDuend, who both vere Later klLled, rera d.ecldlrtg

vhere eaoh mr vaa to go, but befone tl€y ver6 a1l settled, a

Daab{]re grm opened flr€ o! their fro& the rlglii. +'hen thelr atten-

tion vas dxRrn 1r tltet directloo, a oern.u p&trol of Jo-lro neD,

bGaylly arne.l ylth tonny gun 6 &nd autonqtlca, q)eaked up froE tlE

l,€ft ard op€r,ail flr-a.

. JolDny trJ sectlor lead,er fLred bock !-l{ih ht€ SreD

81o, brlt ras alnoat tnstsrtly k111ed., {hereu}on Jotm, ylth g?eat

oourage end detereLnatloD, lifteo hls i'l,c'O. firon the l{uD and cor,-

ttrucal flrlDg besl.



Thls flghtlng 3trr.!lt urAoutteally ciu3.d thr Gcnrara

to rltlrdrav. and. aavtit tho l,lves of, tho rest of tbe eoctlql.

I tro?e tlra'e thls ylll b€ €@e consolatloD to ydu ed hl8 tsthe!

ln torr cad ]'ora - thrt be dl6d e da'l 
' 

cleaa' flghtlng trd ptrot€o.

!t 1s also good. tbat the 8r,d car,e at onoe. &nd that hi al:'d not

rutfcr aDy pa$r.

.Padlle Solland oene np at du8k sxd held a serYlca

orar the three g:,.8Yes, and tl|e s€ct1oD haYe taken a photograpfr,

rhlch you rll-1 doubtless r'ecei.ve later. Hls pcl'sonal effects

you ttIl get latcr - the Padre has taken oharge of theD ara

1111 aao tfley gat 6snt through tbe proper safest channela.

llta ry dcc!.6t .yr9aihy to you &nd alL hla fallly.

Yours sl{rcerelY,

(rgd.) i l .  s. D'! ' lSC,,Jl,  : , t .



1f085 r/UaJor Angus Ross,
2JrA N. Z. Brr. ,
2 N. Z.E.r ' .

Jnd Dec. r4J.

Dear trlr. Bathgate,

I r|ery nuch regret havtng to vrite to you und€r

such traglc clrcungtarces. Pleaae acoept uy veny eincsne Synpathy

ln the lo8s of your aoD, .Iobn, I aD suI'e all the offi.cers ard. nen

of the Coryary to vhiqh Jobr beloDged JolD vith ne 1n erpresslng

thelr regret a.ad sor:r:ov at hls death.

OD the ntorrlng of 2B Nov. after our ausqesaful,

capture of Point 208, Just north of Salgro rlver, the Gonmans

lau.oehed a clever counter-attack fron one flank af,ter succesgfully

attracting the atteDtj,on of our art11lery, roriar and other obeervatioD

po6ts by a aLdeahov f,rou tho opposlie flaDk. Jollnra aectlon vas a

-l1tt1e fotrrard of the others, exa&lnl$g sorne enpty Gernar treDchee,

ar d, yere tal<en by surprlso. fhey fought back, but unfortunately

.lohn ed tro others rere h111ed..

JoltD Bathgate vas one of the ffreet youDg lren

Ln tbe CoEpany, and re Srieve losllg hl,n' I k)ow the DeYs r1L1

be harder on you, bui I an Eulre you will have none but proual

eenofleE of your aoD.

I tl'r:.et the Great Healer 1111 glve heal-lDg to

the vounds lcf,i by thls sad newB.

I anr

Yours alncerelYt

( sga. ) ANous nogs.


